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with their little boat, and they took victuals and arms, and
returned overland to the river of gold in the hope of finding
some Spanish fishermen there, and they were constrained to
defend themselves on the said river against the Moors, because
the said fishermen had all returned to Spain; and in the end they
were all murdered there by those Moors of Barbarie'J.
Eustache sailed on to Cape Verde, where he saw two caravels,
one of which approached, and was found to have been equipped
at Cadiz, at the same time as his own, to go to the mine. The
two ships then went on in company, passing the isle of the
Ydolles [the isles de Los], Serre Lyonne, and the shoals of
Sainte Anne, and so they reached the place where the graine de
paradys was grown. They bartered for pepper and slaves here,
one woman and one child costing them i shaving bowl and 3 or
4 great brass rings. The natives went almost naked and were
thieves. They came close to the caravels in their almuydes, which
were little barks, long and narrow, made all in one piece, and
pointed at each end. 3 or 4 or more natives went in each, kneel-
ing, and they navigated with a stick, about an ell in length and
having at the end a broad or square blade.
Eustache reached the mine of gold on December 17, and here
they sold the slaves, previously bought, for gold. They had 'left
the other caravel on the coast of the said graine de paradise,
because the crew wanted more of it and some slaves in order to
take them to sell at the said mine. And before separating one
from the other, we drew lots as to which of us should go six
leagues farther on, for there are two ports at the said mine of
gold, the first being named Chama [Samma], and the other,
which is six leagues beyond, the village of two parts, and this
because there are two villages, a bowshot one from the other*.
It fell to Eustache's lot to go forward, which he did on Sunday,
December 18. His men took hostages from the manse and cara-
manse, who were the king and viceroy, and the following day
began to trade. They did not make much progress for 4 or 5
days, until the merchants, called Berrenbucs, came down from
the mountains to buy their goods. On December 20, the other
1 This quotation evidently refers to a Flemish, or Cftstilian, voyage to
Guinea, undertaken before 1479, of which no other record appears to exist.